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KBOR Votes on Changes to Excel in CTE Initiative
Guidelines 
BY ALEXIS STALLARD
Dur ing  the  November  19 ,  2025  Kansas  Boa rd  o f  Regents  meet ing ,  a  vo te  approved
new gu ide l i nes  fo r  the  Exce l  i n  CTE  p rogram tha t  w i l l  l im i t  what  t echn ica l
p rograms  a re  e l i g ib l e  fo r  s ta te - funded  tu i t i on  beg inn ing  Fa l l  2026 .  Wh i l e  these
new changes  cou ld  impac t  en ro l lment ,  KBOR s ta tes  they  be l i eve  th i s  w i l l  he lp
combat  the  r i s i ng  cos t s  obse rv ed  i n  the  s ta te - funded  i n i t i a t i ve  ove r  the  pas t
seve ra l  yea r s .  The  Exce l  i n  Ca ree r  Techn ica l  Educa t ion  I n i t i a t i ve  was  enac ted  i n
20 12  and  p rov ides  h igh  schoo l  s tudents  w i th  s ta te - funded  co l l ege  tu i t i on  to  en te r
i n to  h igh -wage ,  h igh -demand  ca ree r s .  I n  p rev ious  yea r s ,  i ndus t ry - r ecogn i zed
c redent i a l s  tha t  were  approved  by  the  s ta te  were  e l i g ib l e  fo r  s ta te - funded  tu i t i on ,
usua l l y  cons i s t i ng  o f  h igh -demand  occupat ions  a s  de te rm ined  by  the  Kansas
Depar tment  o f  Labor .   

E f f ec t i ve  Fa l l  2026 ,  a l l  s t a te  fund ing  fo r  Exce l  i n  CTE  w i l l  f o l l ow  the  l ead  o f  the
Kansas  P romise  Ac t  pa thways ,  mean ing  some  cu r ren t  p rograms  w i l l  no  l onger
qua l i f y  fo r  the  s ta te - funded  tu i t i on .  S im i l a r  to  Exce l  i n  CTE ,  the  Kansas  P romise
Act  o f f e r s  scho la r sh ips  to  fu l l - t ime  o r  pa r t - t ime  s tudents ,  i n s tead  o f  dua l  c red i t
s tudents ,  t ha t  a re  en ro l l ed  i n  spec i f i c  h igh -demand  and  c r i t i ca l -need  i ndus t ry
p rograms .  Techn ica l  p rograms  l i ke  cosmeto logy  and  cu l i na ry  a r t s ,  wh i l e  cu r ren t l y
approved  fo r  the  Exce l  i n  CTE  p rogram ,  a re  no t  approved  Kansas  P romise  Ac t
pa thways .   

These  changes  won ’ t  p roh ib i t  dua l  c red i t  s tudents  f rom en r o l l i ng  i n  these
programs ,  bu t  i t  does  mean  they  w i l l  do  so  w i thout  the  he lp  o f  s t a te - funded
tu i t i on  as s i s tance .  A  l i s t  o f  approved  p rograms  by  i n s t i t u t ion  can  be  found  a t  the
l i nk  be low .   

Kansas  P romise  Ac t  Approved  Pa thways  

https://www.kansasregents.gov/students/student_financial_aid/promise-act-scholarship


2025 Laura Cross Distinguished Service Award

Las t  September ,  I  was  honored  a t
KACRAO to  rece ive  the  Lau ra  M .  C ross
D i s t i ngu i shed  Se rv i ce  Award .  O f  a l l  o f
the  awards  and  acco lades  tha t  I  have
rece ived  i n  my  ca ree r ,  t h i s  one  means
the  mos t  to  me .  Lau ra  was  s t i l l  work ing
a t  Wich i t a  S ta te  Un ive r s i t y  when  I
worked  as  the  Ass i s tan t  D i rec to r  o f
Admiss ions  a t  WSU .  I  go t  to  v i s i t  w i th
he r  on  numerous  occas ions  and  l ea rn
the  p roper  way  to  rec ru i t  s tudents  w i th
p ro fess iona l i sm  and  ca re !  The re  were
none  be t te r  than  Lau ra  a t
unders tand ing  the  admiss ions
pro fess ion  and  how to  t rea t  s tudents
who  were  mak ing  a  co l l ege  dec i s ion .

I n  1984 ,  I  r e tu rned  to  my  a lma  mate r ,
Southwes te rn  Co l l ege ,  a s  the  D i rec to r
o f  Admiss ions  and  S tudent  L i f e .  Fo r
those  tha t  have  any  t i e  to
Southwes te rn  Co l l ege ,  t hey  know the
s to ry  o f  the  J i nx  and  the  r i va l r y
be tween  Southwes te rn  Co l l ege  and
Fa i rmount  Co l l ege  (now Wich i t a  S ta te ) .
When  I  r e tu rned  to  Southwes te rn ,  t he re
were  s tudents  a t  Southwes te rn  tha t
d idn ' t  be l i eve  the  s to ry  o f  s tudents
f rom Fa i rmount  Co l l ege  s tea l i ng  the
J inx  and  b low ing  i t  up  to  b reak  the  j i nx
tha t  Southwes te rn  had  ove r  Fa i rmount
Co l l ege  i n  foo tba l l .  Lau ra  was  a  s tudent
a t  Fa i rmount  Co l l ege  when  th i s  was
happen ing ,  and  she  g rac ious l y  ag reed
to  come  to  Win f i e ld  to  speak  a t  the
Mat r i cu l a t ion  Convoca t ion  and  g i ve  a
f i r s t -hand  account  o f  the  s to ry .  The
s tudents ,  f acu l ty  and  s ta f f  were  i n  awe
of  Lau ra  and  he r  ab i l i t y  to  reca l l  a l l  o f
the  even t s  l i ke  i t  was  yes te rday .

The re  a re  no t  many  l e f t  i n  KACRAO
tha t  had  the  p l easu re  o f  meet ing  and
knowing  Lau ra  C ross .  I  cons ide r  myse l f
one  o f  the  l ucky  ones  to  have  the  f i r s t -
hand  exper i ence  o f  spend ing  qua l i t y
t ime  w i th  he r .  My  f avo r i t e  Lau ra  C ross
s to ry  was  when  peop le  wou ld  ask  he r
about  he r  70  yea r s  o f  se rv i ce  to
Wich i t a  S ta te  and  i f  she  had  tenu re .  

Her  response  was  a lways ,  " I  don ' t  need  to
have  tenu re ,  I  have  b l ackma i l  and  tha t  i s
much  be t te r ! "

Lau ra  C ross  was  ca l l ed  the  "Grande
Dame"  o f  Fa i rmount  H i l l ,  bu t  to  me  she
was  the  u l t imate  p ro fess iona l  and  one  o f
the  f i r s t  admiss ions  p ro fess iona l s  i n  the
s ta te  o f  Kansas  tha t  I  go t  to  ca l l  a  f r i end
and  co l l eague .  T o  rece ive  the  award
named  fo r  he r  i s  t he  u l t imate  recogn i t i on
tha t  I  cou ld  eve r  r ece i ve  and  means  more
to  me  than  words  can  express .  I  l ook  a t
the  award  o f ten  and  th ink  o f  how b lessed
I  have  been  i n  my  ca ree r  to  know some  o f
the  g rea t  peop le  o f  KACRAO.  Tha t
i nc ludes  D ick  E l k i n s ,  Ev  Koh l s ,  Be th
Tedrow ,  and  Lau ra  C ross .  Noth ing  can
compare  to  rece iv i ng  the  Lau ra  M  Cross
D i s t i ngu i shed  Se rv i ce  Award .  

Aga in ,  I 'm  honored ,  humb led ,  and
apprec i a t i ve  o f  th i s  r ecogn i t i on ,  and
thank  those  respons ib l e  fo r  me  rece iv i ng
the  award .

– Bill Rinkenbaugh, Butler Community College



W ynn te r  Co l s ton
N eo s h o  C o u nty  Co mmun i ty  C o l l ege

H e l lo  K A C R A O !  I  h a ve  b e e n  a t  N C C C  fo r  g o in g  on  s i x  ye a r s  an d  h a v e  be e n
a p a r t  o f  K A C R A O  a lm o s t  f i ve .  I  h av e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  p a r t i c i p a te  o n  the
P u b l i c a t io n s ,  P r o g ra m ,  a n d  C P C  co m m i t te e s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  A p p ly  K an s a s
t e a m .  F u n  F a c t s  a b o u t  m e :  I  h av e  a  s w ee t  d au g h t e r ,  W r y n n .   

Meet the Publications Committee

K end ra  Mor g an
Pr a t t  Commu n i t y  Co l l ege

H i !  M y  n a m e  i s  K e n d r a .  I  a m  th e  C a r e e r  a n d  T e c h n ic a l  E d u ca t i o n
A d m is s io n s  R e p  a t  P r a t t  C o m m u n i ty  C o l l eg e .  I  r e c r u i t  i n  E a s t e r n  K an s a s
a n d  h e lp  w i th  a l l  t h i n g s  T ec h !  Th i s  i s  m y  f i r s t  t im e  w o r k i ng  i n  h i g h e r  e d ,
a n d  I  a m  c u r re n t l y  s t i l l  a  co l l e g e  s tu d e n t .  I  h a v e  a  3 -y e a r - o l d  d a u g hte r
n a m e d  E l l a .  N o t  s o  f u n ,  F u n  F a c t :  I  h av e  b ee n  i n  a  w a lk i n g  b o ot  f o r  9
m o n t h s .

Em i l y  L u th i
E m p or i a  S ta t e  U n ive r s i t y

H i  K A C R A O !  T h i s  i s  m y  5  y e a r  w o r k in g  o n  t h e  E m p o r i a  S ta t e
U n d e r g ra d u a te  A d m is s io n s  t eam .  I  s t a r t ed  m y  c a r e e r  a s  a n  a d m i ss io ns
c o u n s e lo r  f o r  w e s t e r n  K a n s as  an d  h ave  s i n c e  b e e n  p r om o t e d  t o  A s so c i a te
D i re c to r .  I n  m y  c u r re n t  ro l e ,  I  w o r k  b e s id e  o u r  D i r e c t o r ,  M r .  D e v an  F l e g l e r
a s  m a n y  o f  y o u  m a y  k n o w ,  to  d e v e l op  r e c r u i tm e nt  s t r a t e g i es  an d
c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  se t  en ro l lm en t  t a r g e t s ,  a n d  g ro w  ou r  c o u n s e l o r s  i n to
t h e  b e s t  r o a d  w a r r io r s  th e y  c a n  b e .  A s  I  c o n t i n u e  w o r k in g  i n  h ig h e r
e d u c a t i o n ,  I  h o p e  t o  b u i ld  m o r e  re l a t i on sh ip s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  y o u  r ea d in g
t h i s  n e w s le t t e r !  O u ts i d e  o f  m y  ro l e  a t  E S U ,  I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  p r e p a r i n g  to
b e c o m e  a  f i r s t - t im e  m o m  t o  a  b ab y  g i r l  d u e  t h i s  s p r i n g !  

t h

K r y s t i  Yuen  -  Cha i r
But l e r  C om m u n i t y  C o l l ege

H i  K A C R A O  M e m b e rs !  I ’ v e  b e e n  a n  a d m i s s io n s  c o u n s e l o r  a t  B u l t e r
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  f o r  a lm o s t  3  y e a r s  a n d  a  K A C R A O  m e m b e r  j u s t  a s
l o n g .  M y  r e c r u i t m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c lu d e  2 6  h i g h  sc h o o l s ,  a d u l t
s t u d e n t s  a n d  h o m e s c h o o l  s tu d e n t s .  A s  P u b l i c a t io n s  c h a i r  I  a m  e x c i te d  t o
b r i n g  y o u  g r e a t  i n f o r m a t io n  o n  a l l  t h i n g s  K A C R A O ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  f u n  m ix e d
i n .  I  a m  a l s o  a  2  y e a r  c o m m i t te e  m e m b e r  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m  c o m m i t t e e .
F u n  F a c t :  I  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  g o n e  b a c k  t o  c o l l e g e  t o  e a r n  m y  M a s t e r s  i n
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  L e a d e r s h ip  f r o m  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s .  S o ,  n o  I
d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  f r e e  t im e !  

n d
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K a t i e  W i l l i a m s
F l i n t  H i l l s

T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e

K y l y n n  K e e n e r
B a r t o n  C o m m u n i t y

C o l l e g e t y

Alexis Stallard
Dodge City Community College

T h i s  i s  m y  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  a  K A C R A O  m e m b er  a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  i n  J u n e  2 02 5  a s
a n  A d m is s io n s  R e p r esen ta t i v e  fo r  D od g e  C i t y  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l eg e .  I  a m  so
e x c i t e d  t o  b e g in  w o r k i n g  w i th  a l l  t h e  a m a z in g  p eo p le  o n  t h e  p ub l i ca t io ns
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  e x p an d in g  m y  i n v o l ve m e n t  i n  K A C RA O !  I  l o v e  l e a rn i n g  s o
I  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  k e e p  e xp a n d in g  m y  k n ow l ed g e  o n  e v e ry t h in g  c o l l e g e
a d m i s s io n s  a n d  b e y o n d .  F u n  f a c t  a b o u t  m e :  I  a m  s up e r  p a ss i o n a t e  a bo u t
s p o r t s ,  m y  f a v o r i t e  b e in g  F o rm u la  1  R a c i n g

M a r iah  Putman
Em p or i a  S ta t e  U n ive r s i t y

H e l lo !  I  s t a r te d  w o r k in g  i n  a d m i ss i on s  a t  E m p o r i a  S ta te  U n i ve r s i t y  i n  J u l y
2 0 2 5  b u t  h a v e  b e e n  i n vo lv e d  i n  h i g h e r  e d  f o r  y ea r s  a s  a  s tu d e n t  w o r k e r
a n d  i n t e r n .  I  l i v e  w i t h  m y  b o y f r i e n d  an d  o u r  f u r  b ab y ,  S t e l l a ,  a  m in i -
H u s k y / A u s t r a l i a n  S h ep h a rd  m ix  w h o  r u n s  t h e  s h o w .  F u n  f a c t s -  I  w as  b o r n
in  A la s k a  ( b u t  g rew  u p  i n  K S ) ,  l o ve  c o f f e e ,  an d  h a ve  b ee n  i t c h in g  t o  t r a v e l
a n d  s ig h t s e e .  M y  b f  a n d  I  a r e  g o in g  t o  J a p a n  n e x t  m o n t h  a nd  I 'm  S O
e x c i t e d !  I 'm  v e ry  e a g er  t o  g e t  m o r e  i n v o lv ed  w i t h  K A C R AO  c o m m i t te es
t h i s  y e a r  a n d  g ro w  a s  a n  a d m i ss i o n s  c o u n s e lo r .  I  l o o k  f o r w ard  t o  se e i ng
y o u  a l l  a t  t h e  n e x t  co n f e r e n c e !

L i n d s a y  W a r n e r
H u t c h i n s o n

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e

R y a n  Z a f u t a
P i t t s b u r g h  S t a t e

U n i v e r s i t y



Nomina t ions  fo r  the  2026-2027  KACRAO Execut i ve  Counc i l  a re
now open .  Open  pos i t i ons  i nc lude :  

Pres ident  E lec t
V ice  P res ident  fo r  Out reach
V ice  P res ident  fo r  P ro fess iona l  Deve lopment
Treasu re r
Sec re ta ry
Admiss ions  Advocate -At -La rge
Records/Reg i s t ra r  Advocate -At -La rge

Who can  be  nomina ted?
E l ig ib l e  nominees  mus t  be  an  ac t i ve ,  KACRAO Ins t i t u t iona l
member  (emp loyed  by  a  Kansas  i n s t i t u t ion )  and  have
exper i ence  as  a  Commi t tee  Coord ina to r /Cha i r  o r  have  se rved
mu l t ip l e  yea r s  on  a  KACRAO Commi t tee .  Except i ons  to  the
exper i ence  c r i t e r i a  a re  fo r  the  Sec re ta ry ,  Admi ss i ons  Advoca te
and  the  Records/Reg i s t ra r  Advoca te -At -La rge  pos i t i ons .

Pos i t i on  desc r ip t ions  and  add i t i ona l  de ta i l s  a re  ava i l ab le  on  the
nomina t ion  fo rm .  To  submi t  a  nomina t ion ,  p l ease  v i s i t :
h t tps : / /www. kac rao . o rg/2627nomina t ions  

You  can  submi t  a  nomina t ion  fo r  one  pos i t i on  o r  mu l t ip l e
pos i t i ons .  Se l f -nomina t ions  a re  we lcome  and  encouraged—
somet imes  the  bes t  l eade r s  r a i se  the i r  own  hands .

Deadline:
Deadline:

MARCHMARCH
3 1 s t3 1 s t

26-27 Executive
Council
Nominations

http://kacrao.memberclicks.net/message2/link/bc915dad-b9b6-43c0-a158-4043fa60d130/1
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F o l lo w  u s  on
F ace b o ok

@ K A CRA O.K S

Check  ou t  ou r
w ebs i te

w ww .K A CRAO.o rg

F o l low  us  on  L i nk ed In
w w w . l i nked in . com/comp a ny / K AC R A O

#KACRAO
Voices

Got  someth ing  to  ce l eb ra te  a t  you r  i n s t i t u t ion?
 A  w in ,  a  r e sou rce ,  o r  a  we l l ness  t i p  wor th

sha r i ng?

📣  Send  i t  ou r  way  a t  kyuen@but l e rcc . edu  and  you
might  see  i t  f ea tu red  i n  nex t  month ’ s  news l e t te r !


