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H e l l o  K A C R A O ,
I  h o p e  y o u r  s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r  h a s  g o n e
w e l l .  I  a m  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e
u p c o m i n g  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  o u t r e a c h
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  y o u r
m e m b e r s h i p .  
T h a n k  y o u  K A C R A O  f o r  l e t t i n g  m e
r e p r e s e n t  y o u  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  A A C R A O
C o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  w a s  h e l d  i n
C o l o r a d o .  T h i s  w a s  m y  f i r s t  t i m e
a t t e n d i n g  A A C R A O  a n d  i t  w a s  a
g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  a
l o t . O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  p r a i s e d
m u l t i p l e  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d
r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g s .  K A C R A O  h a s  b e e n
b l e s s e d  w i t h  s o  m a n y  g r e a t
l e a d e r s . A A C R A O  e n c o u r a g e d  u s  t o  b e
a c t i v e  i n  o u r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  a n d
c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
D u r i n g  o u r  l a s t  e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l
m e e t i n g  w e  d i s c u s s e d  w h a t  d o e s
K A C R A O  m e a n  t o  u s ,  s t a y  t u n e d  f o r
o u r  s t o r i e s .  K A C R A O  p r o v i d e s  e a c h  o f
u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
m e n t o r s h i p ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
f a m i l y / f r i e n d s  f o r  a  l i f e t i m e .
K A C R A O  h a s  b e e n  a  h u g e  p a r t  o f  m y
c a r e e r  a n d  I  a m  s o  g l a d  t h a t  I  t o o k
t h e  p l u n g e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .
I n v o l v e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  j o i n i n g  a
c o m m i t t e e ,  t a k i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a
c o m m i t t e e ,  c o o r d i n a t o r  o r  a  r o l e  o n
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l .  T h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  e n d l e s s ,  h o w  a r e
y o u  g o i n g  t o  w r i t e  y o u r  K A C R A O
j o u r n e y ?

W h a t ’ s  n e x t ?  S u m m e r  D r i v e  i n
c o m m i t t e e  i s  p l a n n i n g  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n
W e d n e s d a y ,  J u l y  1 2 t h ,  a t  S a l i n a  A r e a
T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  n e t w o r k  a n d  f o c u s  o n
l e a d e r s h i p .  H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e .
L A C  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  c o m m i t t e e  i s
w o r k i n g  h a r d  o n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  a n n u a l
c o n f e r e n c e ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  s e s s i o n s  t h a t
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  o r  t o p i c s
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  d i s c u s s e d  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  H u g o  P e r e z  a t
h _ p e r e z @ f h s u . e d u .  
B r a n d i  B r e n n e r  V P  f o r  A s s o c i a t i o n
S e r v i c e s / M e m b e r s h i p  C o o r d i n a t o r
h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  h a r d  o n  c l e a n i n g
u p  m e m b e r c l i c k s .  P l e a s e  t a k e  a
m o m e n t  a n d  r e v i e w  t h e  m e m b e r s
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
E r i c  S a n f o r d ,  V P  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l
D e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  s h a r e d  t h e
p o d c a s t s  f r o m  A A C R A O  a n d  h a s  t h e
v i s i o n  t o  s t a r t  a  p o d c a s t  o r  z o o m
m e e t i n g s  f o r  m e m b e r s .  

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  E x e c u t i v e
C o u n c i l ,  C h a i r s  a n d  C o o r d i n a t o r s  f o r
y o u r  h a r d  w o r k ,  y o u  h e l p  m a k e
K A C R A O  s h i n e r .  O u r  n e x t  m e e t i n g
T u e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 2 3  @  W a s h b u r n
U n i v e r s i t y / C o n f e r e n c e  V e n u e  a l l
m e m b e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d .
T h a n k  y o u  K A C R A O  f o r  y o u r
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s .
B e s t  o f  l u c k  w i t h  r e c r u i t m e n t ,
g r a d u a t i o n  a n d  e n r o l l m e n t .

B r e n d a  C a r m i c h a e l
K A C R A O  P r e s i d e n t



A A C R A O  

A Wichita, Kanas native, JJ Davis has been called
one of the most inspirational speakers of his
generation. His passion for self-care and burnout
will change the culture of your organization. With
charisma, passion, and an ability to connect, JJ’s
mission is to inspire two million people around the
world and inspire individuals to be the best
version of themselves. JJ challenges us daily to
change the trajectory of our lives by not allowing
our past to hinder our future. JJ’s influence on
social media with his daily tip, daily thought and a
one minute motivation continues to touch people
around the world. He is determined to use his gift
to make this world a better place by challenging
audiences to value themselves and to discover
their true purpose for living. When he is not
traveling, JJ serves as a Division One Junior
College Women’s Basketball Head Coach at
Neosho County Community College. He resides in
Chanute, Kansas with his wife.




Summer Drive-In will be held
Wednesday, July 12th, from

10am – 3pm (registration is from
9:30am-10am). Our guest

speaker will be NCCC Women’s
Basketball Coach JJ Davis. 

A M Y  M O R R I S
S U M M E R  D R I V E - I N  W O R K S H O P  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R
D I R E C T O R  O F  A D M I S S I O N S
N E O S H O  C O U N T Y  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E



CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT
K A C R A O

A .

B .

C .

LET'S PLAY CAN YOU NAME THAT
CAMPUS? 

Answers are
on the next

page.
 NO PEEKING!

D .



CAN YOU NAME THAT CAMPUS?
 

A . S h i f t s p a c e -  W i c h i t a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y
W i c h i t a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  c a m p u s
o f f e r s  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  F i n e  A r t s
D e g r e e s ,  b o t h  i n  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s
a n d  S t u d i o  A r t s .  O n e  u n i q u e
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  w e  o f f e r  i s  o u r
s t u d e n t - r u n  A r t  G a l l e r y ,  l o c a t e d  i n
d o w n t o w n  W i c h i t a !  S h i f t s p a c e
o f f e r s  s t u d e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
g a i n  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  a r t
s c e n e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n n e c t i n g  o u r
c a m p u s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y
t h r o u g h  t h e  a r t  s p h e r e . ”

B . A l v i n  t h e  A l l i g a t o r -
S o u t h w e s t e r n  C o l l e g e
T h e  c a m p u s '  u n o f f i c i a l  m a s c o t  f o r
f o u r  d e c a d e s  b e c a m e  a f f i l i a t e d
w i t h  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 5 9
w h e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P i  E p s i l o n  P i
f r a t e r n i t y  b r o u g h t  a  p a i r  o f  s i x -
i n c h  a l l i g a t o r s  b a c k  f r o m  v a c a t i o n .
B e f o r e  l o n g  a n  S C  b i o l o g y
p r o f e s s o r  b e c a m e  t h e  k e e p e r  o f  P i
a n d  E p  ( n a m e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a i r . )
W h e n  P i  a t e  E p ,  t h e  s u r v i v o r  w a s
r e n a m e d  " A l v i n ”  a n d  s o o n  b e c a m e  a
h i g h l i g h t  o f  c a m p u s  t o u r s .  A l v i n  t h e
A l l i g a t o r  d i e d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  2 0 0 0 ,
a n d  a n  a u t o p s y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  h e  i s
r e a l l y  a  s h e .  A l v i n  ﻿w a s  p r e s e r v e d  b y
a  t a x i d e r m i s t  a n d  i s  o n  p e r m a n e n t
d i s p l a y  i n  “ h i s ”  h o m e  i n  M o s s m a n
H a l l .

C . P o w e r  P l a n t  T e c h n o l o g y - F l i n t
H i l l s  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e
P o w e r  P l a n t  T e c h n o l o g y  a t  F l i n t
H i l l s  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  i s  a n
e x c l u s i v e  m a j o r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f
K a n s a s .

 

B e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  o n l y  p o w e r  p l a n t
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  K a n s a s ,   P o w e r
P l a n t  T e c h n o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  s t u d e n t s
w i t h  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f i v e  t y p e s
o f  p o w e r  p l a n t s ;  c o a l ,  n u c l e a r  g a s ,
h y d r o e l e c t r i c ,  a n d  s o l a r  p o w e r ﻿.
S k i l l s  f r o m  c l a s s r o o m ,  l a b o r a t o r y
a n d  i n t e r n s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i l l  g i v e
P o w e r  P l a n t  T e c h n o l o g y  m a j o r s  ﻿t h e
s k i l l s  t o  o p e r a t e ,  i n s t a l l ,  s e r v i c e
a n d  r e p a i r  p o w e r  p l a n t  e q u i p m e n t .
F H T C ’ s  2 0 2 2  J o b  P l a c e m e n t  R e p o r t
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l
s a l a r y  f o r  P o w e r  P l a n t  T e c h n o l o g y  i s
o v e r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

D .  S T A C  P a r t n e r s h i p  -  S a l i n a  A r e a
T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
S a l i n a  T e c h  b e g a n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p
w i t h  t h e  K a n s a s  A r m y  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d
i n  2 0 1 8 .   T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  t i t l e d
S y n c h r o n o u s  T r a i n i n g  f o r  A c a d e m i c
C r e d i t  ( S T A C ) .  T h r o u g h  t h i s
p a r t n e r s h i p ,  A c t i v e  D u t y ,  R e s e r v e ,
a n d  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  s o l d i e r s  w h o
t a k e  M i l i t a r y  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S p e c i a l t y
c o u r s e s  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  a t  t h e
K a n s a s  A r m y  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  t r a i n i n g
s i t e  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
e a r n  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e i r
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  w e l d i n g ,
m a c h i n i n g ,  a n d
h e a t i n g / v e n t i l a t i o n / a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g
( H V A C ) .  S o l d i e r s  a t t e n d  a  6 - w e e k
t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  K a n s a s  R e g i o n a l
T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e  j u s t  d o w n  t h e
s t r e e t  f r o m  S a l i n a  T e c h .  T h e n ,
S a l i n a  T e c h  f a c u l t y  g r a d e  t h e
s t u d e n t s '  f i n a l  p r o j e c t s .  T h r o u g h  t h e
S T A C  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  s o l d i e r s  m a y
c o m p l e t e  a n  A A S  d e g r e e  i n
T e c h n i c a l  S t u d i e s .  

T o  d a t e ,  5 1  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  e a r n e d
c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  t h r o u g h  t h i s
p a r t n e r s h i p ,  9  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  e a r n e d
a n  A A S  d e g r e e ,  a n d  4  m o r e
c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  g r a d u a t e
i n  M a y  2 0 2 3 !



M e n t a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  a r e  o n  t h e  r i s e  o n
c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .
B e t t e r  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  s c r e e n i n g  a s  w e l l
a s  e a r l i e r  d i a g n o s i s  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  g e t t i n g  q u a l i t y
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  o n e ' s  q u a l i t y  o f
l i f e .  T h i s  h a s  a l l o w e d  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  g o  o n  t o
c o l l e g e  a n d  b e  s u c c e s s f u l .
- m h a n a t i o n a l . o r g

SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA
AND LIGHT UP FOR MENTAL HEALTH

AWARENESS MONTH! MENTAL
HEALTH AMERICA IS ASKING PEOPLE
TO LIGHT UP IN GREEN DURING THE
MONTH OF MAY TO HELP SPREAD

AWARENESS. 

 MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS MONTH

K A C R A O

 S A L I N A  A R E A  T E C H N I C A L  C O L L E G E
A N D  F L I N T  H I L L S  T E C H N I C A L

C O L L E G E  J O I N E D  F O R C E S  T O
D I S C U S S  A D M I S S I O N S  A N D  F O R  A

M O C K  V I S I T  A T  F H T C .  

W a n t  t o  s e e  y o u r  c a m p u s  i n  t h e
n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r ?   S u b m i t  a  p h o t o

a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  A s h l e y
J o h n s o n ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  K A C R A O

P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e !
a s j o h n s o n @ f h t c . e d u

One in five adults experienced mental illness
in 2021. 
Depression is a leading cause of disability
worldwide.
47.2 of U.S. adults with mental illness received
treatment in 2021.

"All people, no matter where they are at on their
mental health journey, are deserving of support,
resources, fulfillment and a community that cares."

1.

2.

3.

"Mental Health By the Numbers." National Alliance
on Mental Health, April 2023,
https://www.nami.org/mhstats. April 27th, 2023.

H.E.A.R.D
H E A R D  i s  A A C R A O ' s

H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d
R e a l  D i v e r s i t y  p o d c a s t .

H T T P S : / / O P E N . S P O T I F Y . C O M / S H O W / 4 F 0 M R U O N R X A 9 Z Q O M B 0 V J Y H

https://open.spotify.com/show/4f0mRUonrxa9zqoMB0vJyH


FAVORITE KACRAO
MEMORIES

FAVORITE KACR
MEMORIESEXECUTIVE UPDATES 

K A C R A O

The KACRAO Executive Board Retreat was held on Feburary 21st at Friends
University. Approval of minutes, consent agenda, treasurer report and conference
updates were discussed. New business included Summer Drive-In and corporate
membership.
Future Executive Meetings   
All meetings will begin at 10 am.

Tuesday, June 13, 2023 @ Washburn University Conference Venue
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 @ Washburn University Conference Venue

Executive Council Meeting

2 0 2 4  A N N U A L  K A C R A O
C O N F E R E N C E  U P D A T E S ,
C P D  U P D A T E S ,  M E E T  T H E
E X E C U T I V E  C O U N C I L  C O M M I T T E E ,
A N D  M O R E !   



ThanksThanksforfor
reading!reading!

F O L L O W  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
@ K A C R A O . K S  

C H E C K  O U T  O U R  W E B S I T E
W W W . K A C R A O . O R G


